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February 24, 2021  

 

Miller Place School District Contact Tracing and Testing Protocols 

 

The following represents the revised and current practices regarding District-based contact tracing and 

testing protocols: 

 

NYS Micro-Cluster Guidelines: 

As previously discussed, the NYS Micro-cluster designation systems, as originally designed by Governor 

Cuomo regarding school districts, included specific language when school districts would be forced to (a) 

COVID-19 test students and staff, (b) force school buildings to close for in-person instruction and/or (c) 

switch to partial or full remote learning, based on the community positive COVID-19 rate. This system is no 

longer being implemented by the state with fidelity, therefore the District will no longer monitor and/or 

implement these requirements.  

 

 

Contact Tracing: 

As previously discussed, although the Suffolk County Department of Health (SCDOH) was initially 

responsible for case investigation and contact tracing for Suffolk County school districts, and supporting the 

District with contact tracing. They are no longer coordinating, monitoring or supervising the District-based 

contact tracing for individuals (students and staff) who test positive for COVID-19. 

 

The District has implemented an internal review process when a student or staff COVID-19 case is reported 

to the District that may include the following regarding identifying close contacts: 

1. Mask wearing and any time a mask may not have been worn. 

2. Repetition and specific time of contact with other individuals in school - classrooms, labs, 

gymnasiums, cafeterias and bus transportation.  

3. Classroom logistics, such as: student desk shields, proximity of desks, ventilation (windows and 

doors cracked/open). 

4. Special activities such as physical education, music, and speech.  

5. Time spent in close or confined spaces. 

 

COVID-19 positive students and staff, as well as those identified as close contacts are advised to isolate or 

quarantine based on the most current NYSDOH guidelines and in accordance with the District’s Reopen 

Schools Plan.  

 

The District’s representatives complete the required data reporting input into the SCDOH COVID portal.  

 

The District periodically notifies the school community, by school building, of confirmed COVID-19 

student and staff cases, as well as the number of identified close contacts.  



 

In those instances where the contact tracing can be completed prior to the next school day, along with the 

appropriate cleaning and disinfecting, a school would not be automatically closed for any period of time. 

Although it has not been necessary to date, school closures may be needed to fully conduct the contact 

tracing process.  

 

Emergency early dismissal may occur if the school receives documented positive COVID-19 test results that 

requires immediate contact tracing of individuals who may be within the building.  If this is the case, the 

District may implement one of the options contained in the District’s Remote Learning Plan. The decision to 

keep a school open as opposed to closing for a day, will always be made carefully with the health and safety 

of our students and staff as the priority, balanced with the understanding that in-person learning is the most 

effective form of instruction.  

 

 

Helpful Resources on Contact Tracing: 

 https://www.coursera.org/learn/covid-19-contact-tracing?edocomorp=covid-19-contact-tracing   

 https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-contact-tracing 

 https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/05/13114_covid19_contacttracing_0

51420_0.pdf  

 

 

COVID-19 Testing   

The District will assist families, students and staff with COVID-19 testing as necessary.  The District will 

work closely with the SCDOH to support testing.  

 

Individuals who have questions regarding eligibility or access for testing should call the New York State 

COVID-19 Hotline at 1-888-364-3065. You may want to call the testing site or your health care provider 

before you go for testing. 

 

If you go to a test site run by New York State, there is never a monetary charge for your test. If you go to a 

test site operated by local governments, private companies including pharmacies and medical practices, or 

not-for-profit organizations, you are advised to check with the testing site and your insurer in advance of 

being tested to confirm you will not be responsible for any fees associated with your test. 

 

Suffolk County has a comprehensive network of family health centers that serve the uninsured and 

underinsured. More information can be found at: https://suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/Health-

Services/Patient-Care/Health-Centers   

 

In addition, COVID-19 testing sites can be found at: https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-

you  

 

 

COVID-19 Testing – Student Athletes and Coaches  

 

On or about January 4, 2021, winter season low risk athletics were approved to resume as per New York 

State Governor Cuomo. 

 

On or about January 25, 2021, New York State Governor Cuomo and Suffolk County Executive Steve 

Bellone approved medium and high risk athletics could resume with the provisions that may include school 

based COVID-19 testing of student-athletes and coaches. This testing may be required for teams, including 

but not limited to basketball, wrestling, cheer, football and boys lacrosse.  

 

https://www.coursera.org/learn/covid-19-contact-tracing?edocomorp=covid-19-contact-tracing
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-contact-tracing
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/05/13114_covid19_contacttracing_051420_0.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/05/13114_covid19_contacttracing_051420_0.pdf
https://suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/Health-Services/Patient-Care/Health-Centers
https://suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/Health-Services/Patient-Care/Health-Centers
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you


The District will abide by those requirements and implement the necessary procedures and protocols, which 

may be updated from time to time, in order to support athletic participation by our students.  

 

 

Additional COVID-19 Resources 

For the most current and up-to-date information, all traveling families should review and follow NYS 

COVID-19 travel advisory details, FAQs and updates that are available on the NYS Department of Health 

website:https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory#traveler-health-form 

 

 

 

The District’s Mental Health Teams, School Nurses, and Building Administrators are available to support 

our school community if there are concerns regarding the academic, social and emotional health of our 

students, as well as the negative impact COVID-19 may be having on students and staff. Please do not 

hesitate to connect with the Building Principal for additional guidance.  

 

 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory#traveler-health-form

